
FSD3349 PARLAMENTTIKESKUSTELUJA NELJÄSTÄTOISTA MAASTA 1994-2013

FSD3349 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES IN FOURTEEN COUNTRIES 1994-2013

Tämä dokumentti on osa yllä mainittua Yhteiskuntatieteelliseen tietoarkistoon arkistoitua tut-
kimusaineistoa.

Dokumenttia hyödyntävien tulee viitata siihen asianmukaisesti lähdeviitteellä.

This document forms a part of the above mentioned dataset, archived at the Finnish Social
Science Data Archive.

If the document is used or referred to in any way, the source must be acknowledged by means
of an appropriate bibliographic citation.

Detta dokument utgör en del av den ovannämda datamängden, arkiverad på Finlands samhälls-
vetenskapliga dataarkiv.

Om dokument är utnyttjat eller refererat till måste källan anges i form av bibliografisk referens.



A brief guide to parliamentary data collection 

 
Collecting the data 

- Ten policy areas (Foreign & Security, Fiscal, Environment, Education, Health, Civic, 
Science & Technology, Social, Consumer, Crime) 

 - Education, Health, Foreign & Security and Crime are quite clear. 

- Environment. Quite self-explanatory. Ranges from discussions about 
international treaties to fight the global warming to the establishment 
of national parks etc. 

- Social policy. Quite wide category, from wage, labour and housing 
issues to the discussions about pensions and youth problems. 

- Science & Technology. Self-evident but still quite wide. The Science 
part overlaps with education in many cases.  

- Consumer. This is little bit tricky as it almost always overlaps with 
other policy areas. Question usually is about focus of the bill: For 
example the field of telecommunications usually falls under Science & 
Technology but if the perspective of the bill is for a large part on the 
need for better internet connections for the people, then it also fits 
under consumer policy. 

- Fiscal. Probably the most common of all policy areas. Almost anything 
that has to do with money, appropriation, banking and privatization, 
could be put here.  

- Civic policy (as I have understood it) contains a variety of different 
kinds of bills, ranging from for example the amendments of constitution 
and voting rights to the foundation of equal rights committees. 

- 20 years and approximately 6 discussions per year. Total of 120 discussions per 
country. 

- Aim for an even spread throughout the years and policy areas. 

- This is not always possible, but we should aim for this as it makes the 
data 

- Collect the first day of discussion of the so-called 2nd reading of the law making 
process. 

- Starts with an opening statement given by person who is responsible 
for the law (Usually a minister, but in some cases only a member of 
parliament) 



- Opening statement usually deals with the reasons for why this bill is 
needed. After the statement the discussion goes on with different MP´s 
arguing why they do or do not support the bill in question. 

- The discussion should be at least two statements long (Minister’s 
statement + one answer to that). As the discussions have to be chosen 
randomly there are no other criteria regarding the length of the 
discussion. 

 


